There are some passages of Scripture which are usually favorites.  It may be the 23rd Psalm.  It may be the 100th Psalm or it may be the 103rd Psalm.                                                                                   
We may remember learning John 3:16. Maybe it’s the golden rule found in the gospel of Matthew or the Ten Commandments from Exodus.  


I imagine that if you surveyed this congregation, we would have different passages that we would look to as favorites.  But today's passage from Luke                                               probably would not be one.    


Read Luke 12:49-56



Today's passage from Luke is another of those passages that upon first reading we may find hard to believe is even in the Bible.  This passage seems to go against what we think Jesus came to earth to be.  

Many of us think of Jesus as coming as the prince of peace.                                 After all, that is one of the titles given to him. And as the prince of peace
we may know him as the one who came to bring reconciliation between human beings and, of course, between human beings and God.  


But in this passage of Scripture, Jesus does not give himself this type of designation as the prince of peace.  


Instead, he says that he has come to be not a peacemaker, but a home wrecker.  
Jesus says that because of him households will be divided.  
There will be 3 against 2 and 2 against 3.  How can this be?  


In looking around today, we know that some of us have been extremely fortunate                                                                                    to have been born in homes where there was love and support.  
Homes where the parent or parents loved the children and a place where the children felt this love extended toward them. 

And many of us celebrate that we are in this type of family now.  Many of us grew up in homes where the church and faith in Christ is central to the family. 
A home where a decision to become a Christian was welcomed and was encouraged.  
A home where Christian role models were clear and present.  
If you grew up in these types of families or are a part of this type of family now, 
then you can indeed celebrate.  But there are others here who grew up in a different type of family.  


Some of us grew up in homes where there was a lot of abuse of the children.  Where the children were made to feel less important and unloved.  

Where the spouses constantly bickered or where the parents never seemed to be around.  Where it seemed on the outside like things were great                                                                           but inside the doors it was a different manner.  A place that was cold and uninviting.  Some of us know these types of homes very well.  


And there are others of us who were blessed to grow up in homes                                                                    where you felt loved and appreciated but there was one thing                                                                                             that was missing from your home.  


And what was missing was the worship of God in Christ and commitment by the family in a church.  Some of us grew up in homes where it was OK to talk about church but where you were told to not get too involved because that was a sign of weakness.  


Or you were told that going to church would mess up the family's                  important weekend plans.  A home where a decision to be a follower of Jesus Christ was met with scorn and confusion.  

For those who grew up in homes where there was not love or those who grew up in homes where Christ had little or no place, then this passage may be all too real.  


Christ says that because of him, a house will be divided. 
There will be fathers against sons.  There will be daughters against mothers.  
There will be daughters-in-laws against mothers-in-laws.  

        
                                                                                        There will be division.  Jesus says that because of him, there will be conflict.  


And think about it. Do you have a brother or sister or husband or wife or cousin or parent that you cannot talk to about church because they have made a different decision than you have?  


Do you have someone in your family that thinks it strange to be a part of a church? Do you have members of your families or do you have friends                                                          that you just avoid the subject of church with all together because                                                                                                 they cannot share that with you?  


Maybe they say that the church is too judgmental.  Maybe they say that the church is too exclusive.  Maybe they say that organized religion is the source of the world’s problems.  Maybe they say that religion is a crutch.  Maybe they say that they used to be a part of a church but all it did was cause them long lasting pain.

Or maybe you are on a journey in which your Christianity looks very different than it once did.  Maybe you are leaving a former version behind and discovering new insights.  Maybe former Christian friends think you have become a heretic and they have said that they are praying for you when what they are really saying is that we want you to return to your old beliefs.

If you have ever felt uncomfortable talking with a family member 
or with a friend about church and about your journey with Christ, 
then you do know that the word of the Lord can cause discomfort.  


For the word of the Lord causes a separation between you and your friend or family member.  Maybe you are part of a family where, because you are a Christian, or a different kind of Christian, you are made to feel as the outcast, the peculiar member, the person that does not fit.  


Or you feel restrained in being able to talk about what your faith
and your church really mean to you because you fear that others                                                                                                              will find you weird?  


Or maybe you have a brother, sister, parent, husband, or wife that you cannot talk to about religion because they begin to treat you differently                                                                                              and put you down for what you have to say.  

So many children today are dropped off for Vacation Bible School,                                                      but their parents do not come to church.  
Child and parent do not share a common faith.  

There are other families where only one of the marriage partners comes to church. In this situation like in the others, the words Jesus Christ become a source of discomfort within the relationship.  


As Jesus so prophetically claimed, because of him, he will be the cause of a house divided.  There will be fathers against sons. There will be mothers against daughters.  There will be in-laws against in-laws and, I would add, 
there will be wives against husbands and husbands against wives.  


So where is the good news in this passage?  
Where is the good news that Christ came to bring separation and division?  
Doesn't Christ understand what he has done?  
Doesn't he understand what separation is like? 
Doesn't he understand what it feels like to be separated from people close to him?  


Well, let us look at some of the events in his life.  
Peter is asked and denies that he has any involvement with Jesus.  
Later in Luke we read, "Now the men who were holding Jesus
began to mock him and beat him."  


Mark records Jesus as saying, "My God, My God.  Why have you forsaken me.”?  
Does Jesus know what separation feels like?  Well according to these passages of Scripture coming from the life of Jesus it sure as heck seems like he does.  


He knows the pain and the agony.  He knows the sense of confusion
and the sense of betrayal.  He has been there.  But Jesus also made a choice.  He made a choice to continue the journey to the cross even though he knew it would be painful.  





He made the choice even though he knew what the separation would feel like.  
We have made choices as well.  And when we make choices that lead to separation and pain, we may wonder if our decision has been worth it.  


We wonder whether our faith in Christ is really all that important.  
My guess is that, based on the comments from Jesus on the cross, 
Jesus had these same wonderings as well.  


Thoughts that he could take himself down from the cross and lead a life 
like a regular human being.  For he cried out to God in separation, "why have you left me here?"  


So, what does this say to us today?  
Well, for one thing I think it says to those of us who find ourselves in households divided over the issue of faith in Jesus Christ, that Jesus understands.  


Jesus understands what it is like to feel ridiculed and he understands what it is like to feel uncomfortable talking about the subject.  He doesn't like it, but he knows that a decision to follow Jesus is a decision to be different from others.  


Jesus has said through his actions that there can be no peace with conflict,
no salvation without rejection. Jesus understands what it is like to be in a house divided. Jesus understands what it is like to be in a home where your faith in God causes division to occur.  


Where the subject cannot be discussed between parent and children,
brother and sister, husband and wife.  


But Jesus also showed that he made a decision.  He decided
to continue the long and arduous road that led him to the cross
because he felt like that was what God gave him the strength to do.  


Jesus continued even though he was very aware that the journey would be hard and lonely.  Jesus continued because he felt as though it was worth it.  
Jesus continued because he felt like God gave him the strength to continue.  
Being an active Christian and being active in the church is not easy.  
But God has said that the rewards are great.  

And the rewards are great. The rewards of growing closer to God and the reward of knowing God more fully.  


God is with us in the journey.  

Let us remain strong in the faith as we continue forward.                                                                                                AMEN.
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