Throughout Lent, these 40 days excluding Sundays leading up to Easter, we are exploring different gifts.  We have explored the gifts of opportunity and the gift of family.  Today we explore the gift of intimacy.

Intimacy, according to the dictionary, is “a close, familiar, and affectionate or loving relationship with another.”  But for us to really understand intimacy with others, we also must seek to understand how we are to become intimate with God.  To be close, familiar, and loving to God.
The text we are going to be reading is from Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth, what we call 1st Corinthians.  In this text, Paul is urging his hearers to learn from their ancestors and to be faithful to God.  Prior to this passage, Paul tells his hearers that even though Christ gives them freedom to put away their old ways, they need to be careful in what they do because the most important guide for them is strengthening their relationships with others and with God.  
Prior to this text, Paul gives rules for marriage.  Rules meant to give structure so that their covenant relationships could be strengthened.  The rules were given to help marriage partners have stronger and more fulfilling relationships with one another.       

Read I Corinthians 10: 1-13

In this text, Paul explores what the Old Testament Exodus event means for the Christians in Corinth.  The Exodus event in the Old Testament when God’s people were led out of slavery and into the promised land over a 40 year period.  

Paul describes how the Exodus event provided opportunities for the Hebrews to make some choices.  They were presented choices which could bring them closer to God and choices which would lead them away from God’s will.  Paul notes that many times the Hebrews made poor choices.
Paul then brings it home to the Corinthians and notes that they also have choices before them.  And Paul is concerned by some of the choices that the Corinthians are making.  
Choices which are based on greed and idolatry.  Choices which are leading them into sexual immorality.  They are being provided tests and in many cases they are failing these tests.
The text we read includes a verse of Scripture which is paraphrased often but wrongly.  How many times have people said “you know God never gives you more than you can handle.”  You may have said that or that phrase may have been shared to you.  This phrase is said whenever an individual is undergoing a difficult and challenging time.  
These words are shared whenever someone feels overwhelmed by the circumstances around them.  These words are shared whenever someone doesn’t have an answer and so they pull out this phrase in an attempt to reassure them that they will make it through.  

But when Paul tells the Corinthians that God will not let them be tested beyond their strength, Paul is talking to the entire community working together.  If Paul was a southerner, he would have said to the Corinthians, “God is not going to test ya’ll beyond ya’lls strength.”  Paul was talking to the Corinthians in the plural.

So what does that mean for us?  The Corinthians are being challenged to work together as a faith community to overcome the challenges that they face.  Greed, idolatry, and sexual immorality are occurring because they are starting to look out for their individual desires and not looking out for the needs of others.  

Becoming closer to God and strengthening our intimacy with God is easier when our faith community is stronger.  When we are building up the community of faith, we are growing closer to God and more intimate with God.  When we are building up our family and partner relationships, we are building up our intimacy with God.  Intimacy with God is tied together to our intimacy with one another.  We cannot have one without the other.
The text mentions two sacraments that help us to become more intimate with one another and with God.  Baptism is mentioned.  Through baptism we affirm that we are a child of God and through baptism we affirm that we have a responsibility to one another.  
Also mentioned in this passage is a sacramental eating.  Through sharing a sacramental meal together we affirm our common humanity with one another and our common dependence with one another.  Sharing Holy Communion today is a sign that we are bonded together to God through Christ.
Like the Corinthians, we too struggle with greed, idolatry, and sexual immorality.  Our community struggles with these issues which may present themselves in different ways.  But Paul reminds us that even though we are not always faithful to God by breaking down into greed, idolatry, and sexual immorality, God is and will always be faithful to us.

As we in this faith community struggle with these breakdowns in our relationship with God and our intimacy with God, I pray that we are open to ways that God is equipping us to help provide support and guidance to one another so that we can face up to the temptations that are in front of us.
Working together, there is no temptation and challenge that we cannot face up to and overcome.  As we make good choices, our intimacy with one another and with God will grow.  AMEN.  
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