
What is Pentecost?  Some may answer that question by citing historical data that 

it was an agricultural festival during the time of the Bible in which the first fruits 

of the harvest were brought to the Temple 50 days after the Passover.  Some may 

answer that question by saying that it is the birthday of the church.  Some may 

answer that question by saying it is the day that we celebrate the Holy Spirit 

descending upon the earth.  Some may answer that question by saying, “I don’t 

know” but I am told that I am to wear red to church. 

 

Any of those answers are correct.  But in reading the story of Pentecost this week 

there is one piece of the story that many times we overlook.  The story of 

Pentecost is the story of God’s Holy Spirit appearing to a group of people.  And 

that is a new thing in the Bible.  In the past, God usually spoke through individuals 

or small bands of followers.  Whether it was Moses following the cloud and 

ascending a mountain or Jesus being transfigured on a mountain in front of three 

followers.   

 

Pentecost is a new story.  A new story of a group of sons and daughters gaining 

access to God’s interpretation of their past for their present and for the future.  

Pentecost is not about God revealing to one person or a select few.  Pentecost is 

about God’s revelation to a group of misfits.  Galileans they are called.  Outsiders 

and foreigners is how we would know them today.   

 

It is true that Peter, one of the Apostles, helps to interpret the event.  He cites the 

Old Testament prophet Joel’s words.  Although he does slightly change the Joel 

text to accommodate his words to the current context.  Peter preaches a sermon 

in which he uses Joel’s words and tells about what God has done in Christ.  In 

response, a megachurch of 3000 is formed right away.       
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