If you have a red letter Bible like this one, and you open up your Bible to the 13th chapter of the gospel of John, you will find a lot of red in chapters 13, 14, 15, and 16.  Red letter Bibles use red ink to mark the words that are attributed to Jesus.  This section of the gospel of John in chapters 13-16 is called the Farewell discourse.  
These words are kind of a summary statement from Jesus about his completed work on earth and his continued relationship with his followers after his departure from earth.  In these words he reassures them that they do not need to be troubled.  He reassures them that God prepares a place for them, words which are read at many funerals.  
He reassures them that they are not being left alone but that God is leaving an Advocate, the Holy Spirit, to be with them in the days ahead.  These words are sometimes read on Pentecost, the day we observe next Sunday.  Jesus also counsels his followers to love one another as he has loved them.  
Jesus then tries to brace them for the day is soon coming when Jesus will no longer be with them.  And sure enough, after this section is when John records Jesus going to the Garden of Gethsemane where he is arrested and eventually killed.
This section of John is kind of like someone who knows they are dying and they want to make sure to communicate everything that they can before they get too weak to share their thoughts with their loved ones.  They want to make sure that their family members remember what is important.  So chapters 13, 14, 15, and 16 contain lots of important information.
When we move into chapter 17, Jesus moves from telling his followers lots of important information to praying for them.  Chapter 17 becomes Jesus’ farewell prayer for his followers.  Let us now listen to the first part of this prayer.  What I will be reading will be slightly different from what is printed in the bulletin.  I will be reading the first 11 verses which give a good overview of the entire prayer.

Read John 17: 1-11

In this prayer, Jesus prays for his followers to have unity with one another.  To recognize that they have a oneness about them.  To not look to what separates them but to what brings them together.  In his departing prayer, Jesus prays for his followers to be one.

But seeking to be one is not a value which is held very high in our culture where we live.  I don’t like to pick on national retailers.  I think it makes for an easy target from the pulpit.  But I could not but help but think about a quote that I came across this week from the CEO of Abercrombie and Fitch.  
In sharing this quote I don’t mean to embarrass anyone who may be wearing clothes from Abercrombie and Fitch today.  There are items that I am sure that I purchase that are produced by companies with poor records concerning fair wages and working conditions.  
But shoppers in Abercrombie and Fitch’s stores began to notice that the store does not carry XL or XXL sizes for women.  When asked about this, company CEO Michael Jeffries said that his company pushes the envelope but ultimately doesn’t care what anyone other than the target consumer thinks and he admits that sex appeal is critical to selling clothes. 
“It’s almost everything,” he says. “That’s why we hire good-looking people in our stores. Because good-looking people attract other good-looking people, and we want to market to cool, good-looking people. We don’t market to anyone other than that.”  Not surprisingly, I don’t fit their demographic. 

He added in the 2006 interview, “In every school there are the cool and popular kids, and then there are the not-so-cool kids. Candidly, we go after the cool kids. We go after the attractive all-American kid with a great attitude and a lot of friends. A lot of people don’t belong [in our clothes], and they can’t belong. Are we exclusionary? Absolutely. Those companies that are in trouble are trying to target everybody: young, old, fat, skinny. But then you become totally vanilla. You don’t alienate anybody, but you don’t excite anybody, either.”  

So the store does not sell larger sizes for women because the company policy is that larger sized women are not attractive.  The company has made the decision about who it wants to include in its “cool” clothes and who it wants to exclude from its “cool” clothes.  It chooses insiders and outsiders. 

But that is not the prayer that Jesus prays.  Jesus prays for all of us to be one.

I like knowing that Jesus is praying for me.  For us.  I like knowing that Jesus prays on my behalf.  I like knowing that Jesus is praying for me to be united with other people.  Because Jesus should know better than anyone that we all need someone like him praying for us.

And I like knowing that Jesus is praying for us on this Mother’s Day.  Because Mother’s Day brings out lots of emotions in us.  Some of us choose to make this day special for that special mother in our life.  Some mothers with young children are told they can sleep in and someone else will provide Mother’s Day breakfast.  

Special homemade cards are made for mothers.  Others will make a point to take their mother out to lunch or dinner.  Others will make a point to call their mother on Mother’s Day.  I am told that this is the day that has the most long distance calls made.

Others of us find Mother’s Day to be a difficult day.  For some of us, our mothers or our children are no longer living and we miss them dearly.  For some of us, we are estranged from our mothers or from our children.  For some of us, we are having a hard time figuring out how to be in relationship with our mother.  Some of us wish that our mother was like someone else’s mother.  

Some of us are looking for affirmation from our mother on Mother’s Day.  We hope that if we treat our mother well enough on Mother’s Day then she will tell us how great and wonderful we are.  Some of us are looking for affirmation from our kids.  
Many mothers worry they are not good mothers so they hope to get lots of affirmation on Mother’s Day to fill a hole that they feel inside themselves.  But if you are looking for Mother’s Day to fill a need for desired affirmation from others, this Mother’s Day may be disappointing.
My friend Alfred Jackson posted something on Facebook recently that I thought was very appropriate for Mothers day.  It speaks to any of us who have ever wished that our mother was somehow different than what she was or is.  Paraphrasing what he says, he writes,  

We tend to think: “If it was not for my mother or father or spouse or whomever, If it were not for that person, I would be an effective employee, student, teacher, leader, etc. “  

But in fact: “If it was not for your mother, or father or spouse or whomever, you would lose an opportunity to be stretched spiritually.  My mother or whomever is God’s gift to me.”

Later in the service during the prayers of the people, we will have a time for folks to lift up prayers for any woman that has been important to you.  For some, it may be easy.  For others, it may be hard.  Being important to you does not mean that this person was perfect.  No mother is.  No one is perfect.  

But today is an opportunity to appreciate how that person has shaped you and stretched you, whether you think they did a great job or just tried their best or maybe if they did not even do that.  But as we move into that time of prayer, I invite us to remember something very important.  Very important.  
Jesus is praying for us.  He was praying for his followers as he departed the earth and Jesus is praying for us today.  
As you contemplate the contribution of the women in your life that have shaped you in some way, you are not alone.
Jesus has you in his prayers.  Jesus has your mother in his prayers.  Jesus has your children in his prayers.  

And Jesus prays for all to be one.  AMEN.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Prayer of Confession
   Enslaved to sin, we cannot see the lives we lead, God of Glory.  Each day, and every day, there are those times when we ignore you and your dreams for us.  Each week, and every week, we find the time to ridicule others, when we could have affirmed them.  Each moment, and every moment, though we do not want to admit it, we seek our own way rather than skipping down your path of joy and obedience.
   We come asking forgiveness for our foolish lives, Eternal Blessing.  Deliver us, and break the chains of sin and death which hold us captive.  Open us to that grace you offer, and give us the gift of the Spirit so we may live as people of the Risen Lord, Jesus Christ.
Prayers of the People

You are most high over all Creation, Holy One, 
and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Joy, our Hope.
You gave him your glory,
   which he shares with all your children.  For this we pray a prayer of thanksgiving.


The Bright Morning Star, he came
   to illumine the shadows of our lives.
Bringing the testimony of your salvation,
   he proclaimed the good news to all who listened.  We are comforted with the thought that now he is lifting us up in his prayers.  For this we pray a prayer of thanksgiving.


Desiring that we might be with him wherever he is,
   he went to the cross,
      throwing open death's imprisoning doors,
      that we might have life eternal.  For this we pray a prayer of thanksgiving.

As we celebrate his life and love, 
as we testify to his peace and hope, 
we witness to that mystery called faith.  For this we pray a prayer of thanksgiving.
We lift up prayers of thanksgiving for the women in our lives.  For the ones who are no longer with us and the ones whom we will be in contact with today.  We celebrate their gifts and all in them that was good.  We pray that you soften our hearts to accept them as they are and offer forgiveness for the ways they were not what we always desired.

Other prayers.
