The gospel lesson we are about to read will be coming from John 2:1-12.  This is a passage which we commonly recognize as the first miracle of Jesus.  The gospel of John is the only one to record this event which occurs at a wedding in the town of Cana.  None of the other 3 gospels say anything about this event.  The other three gospels begin their stories of the life of Jesus with different events. As we begin to read this event note that nowhere does the gospel writer actually call this a miracle.  Instead, he describes this event as a sign.  
 

Read John 2: 1-12
 

Ever been frustrated at people who were unprepared?  Are you someone who takes the time to make sure that everything is done well and that every possibility is taken care of.  If you are involved in a task at work, are you the one who makes sure that everyone has everything that they need and that they are properly trained for what they need to do.  If you are asked to do something at church or in some other volunteer organization, are you the one who volunteers to be in charge because you know that it will be well planned and all possibilities will be covered.  
 

If you are involved in throwing a party, are you the one who makes sure that there is enough food and beverage for everyone who could possible attend.  You are the responsible one.  And doesnâ€™t it just get on your nerves when people are in charge of something and they donâ€™t do it the way you want it done.  
 

Jesus and his disciples are invited to a wedding.  Weddings and receptions during Jesusâ€™ time did not just happen over a few hours.  It was common for a wedding party to go for a whole week.  And when someone had a wedding it was a big event for the whole community.  The host was not sure how many people would arrive.
 

 

And it was expected that even though the host did not know how many guests would be attending, it was expected that the host would have enough food and wine for everyone.  Having enough wine was a sign of a good harvest.  Having enough wine was a sign that you had been successful that year.  Having enough wine was a really big deal.
 

But for whatever reason, at this wedding, the host did not plan properly.  When it got to the third day, they ran out of wine.  Now the fact that they ran out on the third day may have caught your attention.  What else happens on the third day?  Thatâ€™s right.  Jesus is resurrected on the third day.  The gospel writer John uses symbolism quite a lot in his gospel.  This event as told by John could be a foretelling of this later event.
 

The mother of Jesus is the one who brings this to Jesusâ€™ attention.  Two things that are interesting about the mother of Jesus in the gospel of John.  First of all, the mother of Jesus is never named in John.  She is never called Mary.  She is only called the mother of Jesus.  
 

And the second point that is interesting about Mary is that she only appears twice in the gospel of John.  She appears only here at the beginning of his ministry and at the end of his life when she appears at the tomb.  As we learned a few weeks ago, the gospel writer John does not include anything about the birth of Jesus and the account of Mary and Joseph.
 

So Mary brings it to the attention to Jesus that the wine has run out and he appears to brush her off.  He responds, â€œwoman, what concern is that to me and to you that the wine has run out?  My hour is not yet come.â€�  Jesus does not sound like a very good example to us at this point.
 

 

 

So why did they run out at this wedding?  Was it poor planning on the part of the hosts?  Was it because a bunch of people showed up who were moochers?  Was it because the harvest had not been all that great and they served up only what they could afford?  John does not answer that question for us.  John does not tell us why they ran out of wine.  
 

So Jesus notices that there are 6 large stone jars which were empty.  Since each jar would have held about 30 gallons of water this means if my math is correct that these jars could contain about 180 gallons of water.  So Jesus instructs the servants to fill them with water.  Which they do.  He then instructs them to draw some water out.  Which they do. 
 

When this beverage is served, it is discovered by the ones at the wedding that these jars contain wine.  Lots of wine.  And not only it is wine, it is a high quality wine.  One of the guests remarks that it is pretty amazing because usually you start with the quality wine but then when people are drunk and donâ€™t care anymore only then do you pull out the cheap liquor.  But at this party, thanks to this intervention by Jesus the best wine is served at the end.
 

So here we have an example where it appears that there is nothing left for these people to give.  There is no wine to serve.  They have nothing left in their tank to give to other people.  But then when this is brought to the attention to Jesus, he makes abundance out of nothing.
 

And any responsible person reading this story sighs and says to themselves, â€œreally Jesus?  Did you really have to cover for the irresponsible host?  Did you really have to cover for the moochers?â€�  To which this story tells us that, yes, when we mess up and we end up on empty, Jesus can and does provide abundance.  
 

 

Some of us may have come into this worship service feeling that we are like the host in this party.  We have served and we have served and we have served and we have done what we can and the party is not over but we feel that what we have to give is all used up.  Some of us come into worship feeling as though we have given what we can and we have nothing left.  There is nothing left in the spiritual jug.  We are spiritually empty.
 

Notice in this story the emptiness of these jugs is real.  They really are empty.  And you may literally be spiritually empty.
 

This week has had two sports stories that have dominated the news.  One is the confession of cheating by cyclist Lance Armstrong and the other is the strange story of the imaginary girlfriend of Manti Te'o, former linebacker at Notre Dame.  It's hard not to be a little cynical about the sporting world this week. 
 

The story of long distance runner IvÃ¡n FernÃ¡ndez Anaya may serve as a welcome antidote. The Spanish runner has become something of a cult hero for what he did in a race this week.
 

FernÃ¡ndez Anaya was trailing behind Olympic bronze medalist Abel Mutai from Kenya during a cross-country race this week. Mutai was leading comfortably until he pulled up just 10 meters short of the finish line thinking the race was already over.
 

The crowd yelled at him to keep going.  But Mutai does not speak Spanish so he did not understand what they were yelling.  So around the curve comes the Spanish runner Anaya.  But instead of passing Mutai which he easily could have done, FernÃ¡ndez Anaya slowed down and told Mutai to keep running. Since they didn't speak a common language, the Spanish runner gestured frantically at Mutai who went on to win the race.  Anaya came in second.
 

That is what I think it means for Jesus to turn water into wine.  When we get to those places where we think we are to stop, the grace of God comes along and nudges us forward.  The grace of God breaks in and we catch a glimpse of what God is all about.


It seems to me that God is in the business of entering into those places that appear to be empty.  God has a way of entering into those places and giving new life.  God has a way of filling up with grace those places that are barren.
 

And what happens in our story of the grace of new wine that Jesus creates?  The ones given the new wine share it with others so that all are blessed.  Most did not know where the new wine came from but it did not matter.  Grace was shared with others.
 

If you come into worship today feeling as though you are an empty vessel then you have come to the right place.  
 

May God use your emptiness to create a miracle through you so that others are blessed by you and so that they can then share that grace with others.  AMEN.
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