Our first reading was from Moses receiving tablets again after he broke the first tablets.  In the story that Bryan read from earlier, God had earlier called Moses up a mountain and the Scripture from the book of Exodus says that God wrote on the tablets what we commonly call the Ten Commandments.  So Moses then descends the mountain and he cannot wait to show the people the rules they are to live by.  However, the people became concerned because Moses had been away from them for so long.  So while Moses is up the mountain receiving rules to live by, the people become scared.  So they influence Aaron, Moses’ brother, to do something about it.  
Aaron asks for the people to bring him their gold.  He then takes this gold and fashions it into a golden calf.  Now the people have something tangible that they can see, touch, and feel.  Now they have a god that they can relate to.  Well when Moses sees this golden calf he becomes furious.  He ends up throwing down the two tablets that he had in his hands which causes them to break.  The Lord is also furious at the behavior of the people.  But Moses then approaches God and asks God to forgive them for their sin.  God does but not without punishment for the people.  
The reading which Bryan shared is the next chapter of this story when the people are given a second chance.  Moses heads up the mountain again but this time Moses has to do the work.  He has to chisel the words into the stone tablets.  But as we heard from the reading, this time when he comes down the mountain from his encounter with God his face is shining.  Shining so much, in fact, that he has to put on a veil in order to talk to the people.  But Moses does not realize that his face is shining.  He does not realize that his encounter with God leads to other people seeing something different about him.  
An interesting historical note about this Hebrew word which is translated “shone.”  Usually the word means “horn.”  When the Hebrew Bible was translated into Latin, the translator Jerome used the translation of “horn.”  This Latin translation was what the artist Michelangelo read.  That is why when Michelangelo sculpted the figure of Moses he made him with horns on his head.
Our second reading is going to be Paul’s interpretation of the Exodus event where Moses puts on a veil to cover his face because it is shining with the radiance of God’s glory.  We are going to be reading from one of Paul’s letters to the Corinthian church.  

I say one of Paul’s letters because even though this reading comes from 2 Corinthians there are clues that Paul wrote more than two letters to the Corinthian church.  We only have these two letters which many believe may actually be more than two letters that have been combined into two letters.  One of the clues that 2 Corinthians is not actually one letter but a combination of several letters is because it seems to be so disjointed.  It jumps around a lot which frustrates anyone who reads this letter.  

Paul had established the church in Corinth and he communicated with them quite a lot.  Paul sent his friend Timothy to Corinth but then a group of missionaries came to Corinth who were apparently very critical of Paul.  Timothy reported to Paul that there were problems in the church and this led Paul to come and visit the church.  
Paul apparently had problems with some people in the church there because he wrote about this visit being painful and that someone had wronged him in some way.  If you want an example of a church where Christians bicker with one another then the church in Corinth is your example.    
So let us now turn to how Paul interprets the earlier story we read about Moses and his shining face and the veil he puts on.

Read 2 Corinthians 3: 12-4:2

As we can see, Paul reads the Moses story through Christian eyes.  He says that through Christ our veil is removed and we are able to allow the glory of the Lord to shine through us and from us.  He challenges Christians to not hide what we have to offer but to be radiant.  To shine.

Ya’ll, what Paul says to us who claim allegiance to Jesus Christ is to shine.  Shine.  Not be dim in what we offer to the world but to shine.  This little light of mine, I am going to let it -------.  This little light of mine, I am going to let it ------.  This little light of mine, I am going to let it -------.  Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.   Hide it under a bushel? No.  I am going to ……    
Gil Rindle is a church consultant and he is critical of Christians and Christian churches for being too timid in what we have to offer.  He says that Christians should acknowledge that God calls us to be more than we are, that God calls us to be bolder than we currently are. 
Rindle says that congregations routinely tell very weak and safe stories about themselves, because if you tell kind of a weak, safe story about yourself, you don’t have to perform a whole lot. But if you tell a bold story about yourself, you have to risk. And so we’ve got a lot of congregations, according to Rindle, that have learned how to tell very weak stories about themselves. 
From my perspective, I think there is one clear example of how churches and Christians tell very weak stories about ourselves and therefore limit the power of God to transform us and our communities.  I think we live out a very weak witness when we choose sides in any issue before us and claim with others in our group to have God on our side.
Every one of us aligns ourselves with certain camps.  I have my camps and you have your camps.  Sometimes our camps are the same and so we align ourselves with one another around whatever issue that is.  And we surround ourselves with people within our camp whatever that camp may be.  And then when we are in this camp then all of us inside that camp then claim that God blesses what we do.  
Some of the camps are very obvious.  We take sides in discussions about abortion, marriage, denominational debates, immigration, interfaith relationships, whatever.  We surround ourselves with like minded people and call our opinion blessed by God.  We form cliques and develop group think where we all agree on a certain topic in a certain way.  
But I wonder something.  I wonder if aligning ourselves with one side in a debate or forming cliques is an example of having a dim witness to the transforming power of God.  I wonder if aligning ourselves with people whom we think are like us is an example of putting a veil over our face and dimming the glory of God?  Because I wonder, and I have been wondering a lot, if the place where real transformation happens and where the power of God works incredibly is in those in between places.  
Those intersections.  I wonder if our role of witness to the Christian faith is not to hunker down deep inside our camps where people already have their minds made up but to instead seek to be in those places of intersection where people who disagree can come in contact with one another.  
I wonder if the place where God’s glory can really shine through us is to help people begin to talk to one another, not at one another, and to listen to one another and to share their experiences with people who are not in the same camp.  Because in those places of intersection, it seems to me that we can really shine a light into some pretty dim and dark places. 
And it seems to me that in those intersections where people who have diverse opinions can come together and share with one another and come to respect one another and to appreciate one another then something unexpected and powerful and glorious happens.
Robert Chase of New York tells this story.  One place where people divide into camps is when our country’s leaders tell us that we need to go into military combat against another.  It happened during the Vietnam conflict, it happened recently with decisions to go into Iraq and Afghanistan.  Robert Chase says his calling as a Christian is to help people intersect with one another who would not naturally intersect.  At the intersections, God’s glory shines.  
He tells the story of his work with veterans. In seeking to address the terrible condition of post-traumatic stress in our returning soldiers, Chase and others were told repeatedly by veterans that what is needed is for veterans AND civilians to work together, to share stories and to address the issue of how war impacts us all. The result of these conversations led to a Veteran Civilian Dialogue project where equal numbers of vets and civilians share their stories of how the trauma of war has impacted each community. 

Chase was sharing with a colleague named Mitchell some of the frightening statistics about suicide rates among veterans. Every eighty minutes of every day, a US veteran takes his or her life. Studies show that as many as three times the number of Vietnam vets have committed suicide as were killed in combat in Vietnam, and that now there are more Iraq and Afghanistan vets who have killed themselves than have died in those conflicts. 
"Oh, no," Mitchell said, "I can't believe those statistics. They can't be right." Chase shrugged and told Mitchell that is what he had heard.

A week or so later, Mitchell approached Chase with a tremor in his voice. "I spoke to my buddy about those statistics," he said. "I've known this friend for ten years. He's a Vietnam vet although we've never spoken about his service." This, of course, is part of the problem; combat vets are reluctant to speak about the horrors of war they have encountered. 
Mitchell went on, "When I shared what you told me, he started to cry. He said, 'I went to Vietnam with a platoon of fifty. Twenty were killed in combat. Twenty-nine have committed suicide. I am the only one left.'"  
We can go forth from this place today and let our light shine dimly.  We can go deep into our camps and find the Scriptures and the like minded people to reaffirm what we think we already know about whatever issue we think is important to us.  We can form cliques with people that we want to be around.  That is what is expected.  But if you hang with only people like you and share what you already believe together, how much light is allowed to shine there?  
But I wonder if there is a greater witness we are called to proclaim.  A witness that seeks to help people come together in the intersections.  An intersection where people of differing opinions come together to learn and grow from one another.  An intersection where we can shine the light of Christ and see God’s glory and radiance revealed in a very powerful and transformative way.  
Whatever it is that you are passionate about, I invite you this week to find someone who has a different opinion than you.  Step outside your clique.  Ask yourself how this encounter can be a place where the radiance of God can shine brightly.  

At these intersections we may feel empowered to sing, 
                                                                   “This little light of mine,…….    AMEN.
**********************************************************************

-Rindle, Gil, http://www.faithandleadership.com/multimedia/gil-rendle-what-if-we-have-too-much?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=headline&utm_campaign=NI_feature
-Chase, Robert, http://day1.org/4529-mountaintops_and_intersections
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Prayers of the People

God who shines brightly upon us, we come to you seeking your guidance.  Like the Israelites, we become nervous and fearful when we do not see you act in quick and decisive ways.  We give up on you and create our own idols.  We complain when we fear that you will not provide what we need.  We become anxious when we do not see your glory and transformation.  But we recognize, dear Lord, that maybe we are hanging out in the wrong places.  We place ourselves with people who look like us and think like us and affirm what we already believe and we call this blessed community.  But maybe you are inviting us to find those intersections where we can share the radiance of your glory.  Guide us to be people who witness to your love and care and shine in the midst of darkness.  Teach us to not be timid in our faith but to be bold in what we have to share.
(Children’s sermon)

Benediction

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord make his face shine upon you, and be gracious unto you.

May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.
